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Whereby they are exhorted to 


\ Ware of Satans ſubtilties , and hold & 
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To all the Saints in England, who defrre to 
acquaint themſelves with thoſe Scrip- 
tures which do diſcover the ſecret waies 
of Satan,by which he doth ſeek.to deceive 
in theſe laſt daies. 


Chriſtian friends, 
$S&& Hoſe welfare I heartily dclire ; do not diſpitc 
Sw = this friendly Exhortation, which was written 
63 with much Care,and Fear. Fear,leaſt I ſhould 
write any thing which ſhould not bethe Truth 
of God Feare, leaft I ſhould omit the writing of any 
y Truth : Feare, leaſt I ſhould grieve the Spiric of any 

\ Saint; Feare, leaſt I ſhould neglc& to acquaint the Saints 
with the Subtilties of Satan. ( The Locd having put 
it into my heart to confider them.) | 
In a]l Ages the Divil hath ſought to deceive the E- ce 

left. And if inthe Apoſtles daies there were deceitful ,, 
workers, who transformed themſelves into the Apoftles 
of Chriſt : it Satas: transformed himſelfe, then, into an 
Angel of light : and it his Minifters did, then, traniforme 
themſelves as though they were the Minifters of Righte- 
ouſneſſe : we may be affured, that in theſe daies,and Ends 
of the World, he will leave no way, or meanes. unat- 
tempted, by which he may ſeduce. 
Þ It chey who lived in thoſe laft times in which the A- 1 Fet-i.5,0,7. 
| poſtles were, ( even they who were kept by tht Power of 

| God through Faith unto ſalvation )had their Faith 

tried ; do the Saints now think to eſcape the like Trial? 

affuredly Friends, our faith will be tried; even that 

Faith,by which we'fhal be brought unto that Salvation, 

which is prepared to be ſhew'n in the laſt Times : that 

we may befound unto Praiſe, and honour, and Glory, 

at the appearing of Jeſus Chrift, 
| A?! In 


1 Tim. 4.1. 


1 John 8.18, 
1:9,20. 


1:Per, g.8, 


many will, then, give heed to Dofrines of Divils,and 
Spirits of Errours, And indeed none will ftand and 
continue in thoſe Daies, in the Faith ; but they. who have 
the Anonting, the holy Spirit of God in them, All ©» 
thers will fall under the Deceptions of that antichyifti- 
an Spirit, which then will be found in the world. For 
rhey who never were really, of God, will then depart 

from him. If chey had been of him,they wauld have 

continued with him. 

If theſe be the laft Daies : If Satan will now endeavour 
to deceive thoſe who profefſe the Lord Jeſus : If it bea 
difficult thing to diſcerne, in theſe Times, the Subtilies 
of Satan : If he will leave no way unattempted : and if 
his Rage and Malice will increaſe, the nearer the End of 
his _ will approach : then, the more Reaſon have 
all choſe that feare God, to be circumſpe in allthings ; 
and to provoke one another not onely co attain unto the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, but to obſerve, 
with diligence,the cunning praiſes of - Satan. For, a 
good ſouldier wil not only have reſpe& unto that king- * 
dom he fighteth for ; and to the Commands of his Gene- 
ra]: but will,with all Circumſpe&ion, prudently watch 
OYer every motion of his Enemy. 

And that I may move you hereunto, I ſhall defire all 


- the Saints of God to contider this Exhortation of the 


Apoſtle. Þ 

Re ſober, and watch: For your Adverſary the Divil, as a 

_ roaring Lion,walketh about, ſeeking whom be may devour. 
In which Scripture there are two parts. 1, A double 
Exhortation : Be mg and watch, 2. The Ground or 
reaſon thereof, which is likewiſe two-fold : the fickt is ex- 
eluſive to the Texc,and is to be found in the fourth verſe, 
being drawne from the Saints glorious appearing with 
their great Shephecd. For thus ſaich the Apoſtle, bor 
your greatShepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall receive an incorr up- 
t1ble Crown ofG ory. And then in the fifth verſe he exhort- 
eth them to hnmility z in the ſeventh verſe to caſt their 
Care 0n the Lord ; and in the cight verſe to be Sober _ . 
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. In the laſt daies many will depart from the Faith; for 
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watch. The ſecagd ReaGon Sch moved the Apoftle to 

exhortto Sobriety, and vigilancy, ts included in the verſe : 
and 1s, Becauſe their Adverſary the Divil, as a roaring Lyon, 
walk#th about, ſeeking whom ke may devour. From the Pre- 
miſes we may ſafely dr this concluſion, that 

The nearer the time is unto the Appearing of the great 

Shepherd, and the nearer the Kingdom of Satan is 10 an 

Eud : the more the Divil will indeavour to cnſnare the 

Saints, and manifeſt his Rage ag tnſt them. 

Ficſt, this will appear by what is written in this fifc 
chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of Saint Peter : where the A- 
poltle, from the contideration of the next appearing of 
Chriſt,and Rage of Satan; doth admoniſh the EleQ,both 
the ſhepherds, and the ſheepe, ro CircumſpeRtion , and 
Diligence, . 

Secondly, the Fruth of this Doftrine will appeare 
from that which we finde written by Saint John, Te Di- 
vil i-come down unto you, and hath great wrath, knowing 
that be bath but a ſhert time. Rev. 2312. for,by the Pow- 
er of Chriſt, ( who overcame Satan ) Satan the Aqguſer 
of the Brethren ( who are by him tempted uno fin, and 
by him accuſed thereof ) was caft downez v. 10. and his 
wrath doth increaſe, becauſe he knoweth his time is but 
ſhore, But ſhort in the account of God ; and in compa» 
riſon of that eternal weight of Glory, which ſha]! be 
given unto thoſe who overcome his Temptations. And 
it his Rage will increaſc,as his Time will decreafe ; then 
the Ele, who live in the laſt Daies, muſt expe& to be 
afſaulted more fiercely by him, then che Saints in former 
Ages have been, Burt 

Thirdly, The truth hereof is experienced at this Day. 
For, although ic muſt be confeſſed, that Satan doth nor at 
this Time move ſuch heavy Perſecutions againſt the Bo- 
dies of the Saints, as he did in former Ages : yet he hath 
in theſe daies put on more angelical Formes, and ſhapes to 
deceive, then in any ſormer time. THIS 

Theſe things being conſidered, I will ( by the Lords 
aſſiſtance ) declare, 


1. Two Snares which Satan doth lay in theſe Times to 
| ns intrap 


| — © SJ 
intrap, deceive and delude the Saints, 

2. Many cunning waies by which he doth attempt this 
Worke. 

3. The End that Seater aimeth at, the Advantage he pet- 
teth, and the Inconveniehceghe Saints run into, when 
they are deceived. And | 

4. The Remedies which the Lord hath appointed; both 
tor the prevention of ſome that they fall not z and the 
Recovery of others that are falne. 

The'tuſt Szare ( which I (ſhall mention ) that Satan 
laycth for thoſe that profeſſe Chriſtianity, is 

To bring them into a wrong underſtanding of the Scriptures, 

ad ſoin time to wreſt and pervert them. 2 Fet, 3. 46. 

which he doch, 

Firſt, by-cauſing them to hold to the opinions of their 
Forejaihers, although they be never fo contrary to the 
Word of God. 

In all Agcs men have highly efteemed the Traditions of 
their Forefathers, And whether they were ſuch as con> 
cernga divine worſhip,or civil manners, they alwaieshad 
a reVerend eftecme of them ; imbracing them for their An- 
tiquity. It being accounted a great Herefte, among the 
generalitie of men, to queſtion the ſudgement of their 
Anccſtours concerning any law,or Cuftome approved of, 
or excrciled by them : as if long continued ule,or allow- 
ance of any thing, could make that lawful and good, 
which in it ſelfe is unlawful, and diſcommendable: or 
that the Judgement of ancient men, who lived in former 
Ages, were not to be queſtioned by ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. This maketh men ſo loath to leave off ( nay & 
ven to reaſon or confider the Jawfulnefle of ) the tradi- 
tions of their Elders. And hereupon it is, that moſt 
men in the world can give no better an account, and 
Reaſon of their pinciples upon which they ground their 
(alvation, and eternal welfare; then this, thus my Fore- 
fathers did : thus they worſhiped God : and thus they be- 


leeved: and ſo will I. Are we wiſer then our Foreſatbers ! 


did not they underſtand the Scriptures as wel as wefwere 
chey not as learned as we are ? Here Sat an taketh Advan- 
rage. 


[ 


oe? 


” 


"rages And to nouriſh Ignorance, hereby, in them; h« 


doth ſuggeſt many Arguments unto them, to ſtrengthen, 
and confurme them) in this rediculous Errour. Whereas 
Reaſon will dictate this, that no man ought to allow, or 
approve of any thing implicitly. Agreeable hereunto is 
that inconfiderate Cuftome among men, to pin. their 0- 
pinions upon the Judgements of other men, living in 
their owne Time; whom they account learned,and judi- 
tious. The great Defigne of Stay, in all theſe things, is 
to hinder men from ſearching into the Scriptures ; know- 
ing that they are the onely light to guide us in this dark 
Age; and Touchſtone, to try the Spirits, in our ſelves, 
and other men. For, take men off from this, (from che 
ſearch of the Scriptures) and it is an eaſie thing to im- 
poſe any thing upon them : as cafe, as todeceive a blinde 
man in the choice of Colours. Saten having thus de- 
luded any, and brought thera into this Szare ; how freely 
will they receive any colourable Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture. ? and how apt will they be to wreft and: pervert the 
(ame, according as he ſhall tempt them thereunto ? 

A ſecond way by which Seater bringeth men to a mil- 
underftanding'af the Scriptures, a perverſion of them; is 
by perſwading them-tq conſult with their own Keaſon;in 

out the mindof God,concerning ſpirtual things. 

This Satan effe&eth, by taking Advantage of an Ex- 
cellency which men ſuppoſe they ſee in natural Reaſon : 
by which they think they are able to diſcern of ſpiritual 

ruths. But can the Creature, who hath all his know- 
ledge conveyed unto him by ſence, know thofe things 
which the fences cannot reach unto ? How can thc 
Eyediſcerne that which it hath not ſeen ? or the Earc 
that which it hath not heard ? or the heart that 
which never came into it ? Can Reaſon tell a wan 
(without divine Manifcſtation) what 'God hath prcpa- 
red for thoſe that love,and fear him?theſe things Reaton 
cannot informe us of ;, neither can the ſpicic of a_ man 
know them,but they muſt be revealed by the-ſame Spirit 
which was in Jeſus Chrift.By the Spirit which natucall 
is in us, we are capable of knowing thoſe things whic 
belong tour Generation ; but no more, Andifa parwy 
| piric. 


Spirit cannot know the things of other Creattres ; gich 
Jefle can it diſcern the things of God, even thoſe Myſtes 
ries which were determined by him before the world' be- 
gan. Foritisa'certain Truth, rhat the natural Man 
knoweth not the things of God. x Cor. 2. 9, 10, 11. 

And although the Scriptures are written in no other 
words, then ſuch, with which we do uſually ſpeake one 
unto an other ; yet jt is no eafie thing to underſtand the 
niinde of the holy Ghoſt therein. Some words are alle- 
gorically, others myſtically, others licerally to be under- 
ſtood : ſome all thefe waies. Some expreſſions are typi- 
cal : others comparative : and others prophetical : ſome 


 prophelies hold forth things paſt : ſome things preſent : 


and others things to come : ſome all of theſe, Yet there 
are ſome, (and too many ſuch there are ) when they read 
a T<cxt of Scripture, will take upon them, by the conſi- 
deration of the very words, to declare the meaning and 
purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt therein. Hereby the world is 


filled with ſo many ill begotten - ane 


Others ſay,look into that Light which is in you: 
( meaning the Light of Reaſon ) walke by that Light. 
What necd ( ſay they ) have men to Jooke into the Scrip- 
tures, or to preach the word ; while they havea liehe 
within them ? - When as, alas, the light of the natural 
man; as Reaſon, knowledge,and the like ( as to the things 
of God ) isdarkneſſe; Epheſ. g.8. untill theLord ( by a 
ſupernatural worke of Gracc) do enlighten them : and 
then they are ſaid to be Light in the Lord ; or as the A- 

ſtle, in an other place, Ye are the children of the' Day, 
andnot of the night: x Thef. 5. 5. that 1s, ye are not 
now ina natural and unregenerate Condition ; but news 
borne, and enlightened by the Spirit of God. By aſcri- 


bing that unto Reaſon, which onely is the worke of the 


Spirit, they force the Creature to depend upon his owe 
firength : they put him upon a worke which he is not a- 
ble to do: they caſt their Eyes onely upon ſelf-ſufficiency, 
and negle a dependance upon God by Faith; they Jay 
the whole weight of the Duery of a Chriſtian, upon the. 
mens of ſome outward things, which conliſt chiet- 
y in Touch not : Taſte not ; Handle wot : in periſhing ſervi- 
ces: 
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ces :; 4nd in che Doftrines and commandemints of meti; 

þy which they are deceiveds becauſe there js jn theſe 
ts $a ſhew of wiſdomez in voluntary Religion, and 
humbleneſſe of minde, . and in not ſparing the body, 
Col. 2. 21g 224 23: ' 

Stan having caught any in this Net, bringeth them 
hereby to a negle& of comparing Scripture with Scrip- 
ture. - They oftcn read the Word, but they judge ofir 
by their own Reaſon : which Reaſon, they call the 
Light which God hath given them. And demand of 
them , why they ray 9 Scripture thus or thus; they 
will anſwer, that their Reaſon telleth themſo. And ſo 
by not comparing Scripture with Scripture, they remain 
not oncly ignorant of the true meaning thereof; but 
they fill the world with a multitude ct heretical Notions; 
perverting the Scriptures, when,'and how they pleaſe, 

Secondly, hereby Satan maketh them to contemn all 
Interpretations of Scripture, which their Reaſon will 
notallow of. .And it the Truths of God, conteyned in 
the word, be declared untothem ; they are ſo wedded 
to their own Judgements, that they have neither Patience 
to hear themgnor conſider them. | 

Thirdly, -Hereby Satan ſecketh to deſtroy their Faith 1 
cauſing them to remain in unbelicfe of thoſe things 
which their Reaſon cannot approve of. For if Faith come 
by hearing, then they that ſtop their Eares againſt any 
thing but the difates of their own carnal Reaſon z muſt 
needs remain weak in the Faith, And 

Fourthly, Hereby he cauſc;h them to pur private In» 
terpretations upon the Scriptures 5 applying them at their 
pleaſures to particular Times,Places,and Perſons. Where» 
a5 the Scriptures and divine prophelics, as they came not 
In old time þy the will of man, but holy men ſpake as 
they were muved by the holy Ghoſt; ſo they are not to 
be Interpreted according to the will of man,with any pris» 
yare rojerpreteslon ; but according to the mind and ſpi» 
it of Ged v hich we can only find out by ſearching the 
dcriptures,and ccmparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 

A Third way by which Satan bringeth many to a mi 
B under» 


by 
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underſtanding of the Scriptures, and a perverſion there. 
of ; is, by keeping them in Ignorance of the preſent Di. 

nſation they are undcr ; hereby cauſing them in Go. 
, pel-Times, to walke chictly by the Kule of the Law ; and 
to look for the oe and accompliſhment of thoſe 
things in their Dates, which are not to be fulfilled until 
future Times. | | 
This Satan doth, by making uſe of Ignorant and un- 
faichful ſhepherds:who knowing not the Scriptures them- 
ſelvs,or untaichfullydiſpencing them,ſomtimes contrary 
to the ConviCtions of their own hearts, Light,and know- 
ledge( to maintain their temporal Advantages, and to 
keep up the principles of their a1tificial and ſcholaſtic 
Theology )do impoſe ſuch Duftrines upon the world, 
that they lay the weight of a mans Juſtification upon his 
duties and performances : thereby deſtroying ( as far as 
in them lyeth ) the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And 
although in their DoQrines and words they will ſpeak of 
Juſtif.cation by Faith ; yet in their works and praftizes 
they deny it. ing heavy burdens ( works and duties) 
upon men, which neither they nor their forcfathers were 
abletobear. And hereby Satan cauſeth them, either to 
omit, or pervert, and wreft thoſe Scriptures which hold 
forth Juſtification freely by Faith, in Chriſt, without the 
works of the Law. 
Secondly Satan doth, by his Seducements and ſubtile 
Suggeſtions, cauſe many to miſtake diverſe prophetical 
Scriptures, as to Time : by perſwading them, that the ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe Promiſes will be in their Dates. 
And this he doth, by taking Advantage of an carneſtde- 
lire, which is in many profeſſors, to ſee the fulfilling of 
thoſe things which are conteined in thoſe we : be- 
cauſe they are perſwaded that, thereby, the Lord woujd 
be exceedingly glorificd. And therefore the Saints in 
theſe Times ſhould very carefully watch over their Zeale; 
which in moſ men is rather a paſlion, then a Grace : ef- 
pecia}ly if it be fixed upon a wrong Objet. The Jewes 
were Zealous of the Law of Moſes ; but being ignorant of 
the Law ofthe Goſpel of Chriſt, their zeale was —_ 


© A.S wma - \&=S I DV © _2Y — as A - ae a. - Mi c_ ati oc act. oc x w©_ccTc.o wo «cod. oa ae os... eas woot Me. ee EEE 


(ir) 
xd of by the Apoſtle : ſaying, they have a 2eale but not Roma16.2; 
according to knowledge, for they _ ignorant of the h 
Righteoulſneſſe of God, went about to eſtabliſh their own 
Righteouſnefſe. And ſo far did this zeale kurry them, 
that they perſecuted the moſt PR_ Saints of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Thus Pau! perſecuted the Church. Phj/.3. 6. and Luk, 9.51, to 
thus Satan rook Advantage againſt theDiſciples,working 55 
upon their Zzale, who were then Ignorant of their pre- 
ſenc Diſpenſation and work which Chriſt was then to do 
in the world. For when Jeſus Chriſt was to go to Jeru- 
ſalem, ( on a certain time yh ſent ſome before him, who 
prepared his lodging in a Town of the Samaritans, The 
Samaritans ( being profeſſed Enemies to the Jewes ) find» 
ing that Chriſt intended to go to Feruſalem to worſhip, 
retuſed to receive him. Whereupon , Fames and Fohn 
( moved with Zeale, taking for example Elias the pro- 
phet, but being at thar Time ignorant of the work which 
their Maſter then came to do ) moved the Lord to com- 
mand tire to come down from heaven to conſume the $2» 
meritans, But the Lord anſwered, Te know not of what 
Spirit ye are of, for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy mens 
lives, but to ſave them, And afluredly Saten doth work 
thus in the world,caking advantageofa great zcale which 
is in many Saints; who are zealous of the glory of God, 
and tender of his honour : who ſet before them the Ex- 
amples of many Zealous Saints, who were ated by an 
immediate hand of God: and they call for fire, 7udge- 
ments, blaſtings, and wrath upon many, whom they ſee do 
diſhonour God ; and as they conceive do carry on the 
work of Satay, againſt Chriſt. Not confidering, that yet 
we are under the tenders of the Goſpel ; and a door of 
mercy is open unto all men. To all forts of finners : . 
( excepting thoſe who fin againſt the holy Ghoſt )) to 
whoremongers, and Idolaters, to drunkards, and blaf- 
phemers; ſo that he thar is a perſecuter of Chriſt and his 
vaints to day, may be a converted Pau! to morrow : Not 
confidering, that the day of wrath, vengeance,and utter 
deftrution is-the Day' of the Lord : the Day of his next 
coming, and appearivg, Untill which time;his Diſciples 

B 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be merciful ; as their father which is in heaven Is 
merciful : who maketh his Sun to ariſe on the evil anq 
good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and unjuſt, Where. 
fore,the Saints in thele Daies ſhould watch over their 
zeale ; and have a Care thatit be bounded with :love on 
the one hand, and knowledge on the other: and be cir« 
cumſpe& that they fix their zeale on a right Obje&; ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, Ir is good to be zealous ( or 
earncft) in a good thing. Welhould zealouſly love, when 
the Lord would have us do good ; but we ſhould not hate 
zealouſly, when the Lord would have us to love : nor 
Curſe, when he would have us to bled: : nor deprecate 
any, when he would have us to pray for all Men. 

Satan having caught any in this S#are, that is, blinded 
their Eyes, that they are not able to know the things that 
belong to their preſent =. (54mg and having wroughc 
upon their zeale, and fixed itupon a wrong Obje& ; In 

the firſt place, he doth deprive the Saints ( who are thus ' 
deceived by him ) 'of many goſpel Comforts, which do 
ariſe from the apprehenſion of the Love of God,grounded 
- Grace ; and applied unto us by, and in: Jeſus 
Chrift, 
Secondly, hereby, that is, by altering the nature and 
roperty of true zeale, ( which is alwaies attended with 
love iments and humility ) he increaſeth ſpiritual 
Pride in them; which m ay be thus diſcerned , when 
they begin to have low thoughts of a)l men but of them- 
ſe]ves; and of ſach as agree with their Judgements: when 


they ſeperate themſelves from their Brethren ; ſuppoſing 


them to be Low, flat, dead. backward, and lefſe zealous 
in the worke of God then themſelves : when they will 
paſſe a Judgement upon others;and ſay this man is guilty 
of the lin againſt the holy Ghoft,this man is faln from the 
F aith,and his former proteſſions;this man is an hypocrite, 
this man-is a Perſecuter of the Saints, this man.is not to 
be pray'd for,this man ought to be cut off: againgby rea- 
ſon of this Spiritual Pride, they bitterly curſe and ſpeak 
ag__ thoſe whom they looke upon to be the Enermes 
ot Chriſt ; and ſuch as oppoſe, and ( as they concave ) 

| | perlecute 
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rſecute them; Neither 3) they, by reaſon hereof, 

ear any brotherly admonition , although never ſo 
lovingly and friendly urged ; but they fly out into Impa- 
tiency, Indignacion, Cenſuring, uncivil geſtures, and, 
perhaps,bitter Expreſſions againſt thoſe who cannot Cloſe 
with their Judgement, or do oppole it. 

A fourth way by which Sata doth deceive in theſe 
Times, cauling many to pervert and miſunderſtand the 
Scripture ; is by tempting them,and drawing them to put 
allegorical and myſtical ( as they call them) Interpreta- 
tions upon prophetical,and Dofrinal Scriptures. _ 

This work Satan effeCteth, by taking Advantage of the 
Excellency of humane learning in many men. - By which 
they do not onely ſcorne to deliver themſelves, 'in their 
diſcourſing, preaching, praying, . or wricing, according 
to Scripture Language : but they will tinde out quainc 
Exprelligns, high Rapturs, and Notions admired by ma- 
ny ; which muſt be called the Di&ates of the holy Ghoſt; 
and an excellent Spiric of Utcerance ; which doth prove 
ina lictle Time, ( as this Age hath experienced ) to be 
onely carnal and artiticiall. But they will not content. 
theraſelves with the abuſe of Scripture by unwarrantable 
words; but the whole Scripture, and every parc thereof 
muſt be looked upon as an A!legorie : and ſo they yill - 
make of it what he y pleaſe. Hereupon much Confuſion 
hath ariſen ; by reaſon of many vain diſputations, and 
the divulging of phantaſtical Notions. Every ane of 
theſe men making what they pleaſe of God, Angels, Re- 
ſurre1ion, heaven, the word, divine union, Anoynting, Law 
and Goſpel, And hereupon, the late King Charles was 
made God the father : the then Parisament, God the Son : 
and the Lawes, the Holy Spirit : in a Book intituled the 
Leazes of the Tree of Life. With many other horrid 
Blaſph emies. 

We ſhould take notice of thoſe Scriptures which the 
holy-Ghoſt doth take allegorically ; bur we ought not 
toallegorize any Scripture, which the holy Ghoſt would 
have us to vnderſtand literally. : 

Again, Satan cauſeth men to miſunderſtand the Scrip- 

tures, 


1 Tim.5.344,5. 


2 Tiw,1,13- 
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tures, by putting a Wit before their Eyes fo that they 
cannot fee afar off, And this he doth effe@t, by cauſing 
them to look no further then their prefent Diſpenſation. 
For although they may there diicern the Truth : yet, if 
they look no further; they fhall never fee a} the Truth, 
They look upon all things in Scripture with a Spiricual 
Eye 3 but {ce not that thoſe things, or many of them 
( whichare prophecical ) thall be really accomplithed, 
And hereupon ſome ſee no Refurrefion, but the riding 
tO nNewne f: of Lite : no Coming of Chcilt, bur by his Spi- 
rit : no Reign nor Kingdome of Chriſt, buc by his Spiric 
in the heart of his Saints : N » Ca#aar, but the Kingdome 
of heaven. 8 

Satan by bringing: many into this Sxare, (although he 
cannot d:itroy thu: Soules )yer while they lye under this 
Cloud; he doth trouble them with vain Diſputations, and 
contentious Arguings, in defence of their preſent 
thoughts, and Apprehenftons'of the Scripmares,ald keep* 
eth them in darkneſſe, and ignorance, of many excellent, 
and comfortable Truths. But 

Laſtly Satan doth draw many to miſunderſtand,& per- 
vert the Scripturs, by holding forth the mind of God in 
unwarrantable Expreflions, and words which Mans Wiſ- 
dome teacheth. erefore the Apoſtle ſaid, If any con» 
ſent not to the wholſom words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſh, 
and to the Doftrine which is according to Godlineſles 
he is puffed up, and knoweth nothing. but doteth abour 
Queſtions and ſtrife of words : whereof cometh Envy, 
ſtrife,railing,evil furmifing,and vain Diſputation of men 
of corrupt minde, and deftitute of the Truth. And afſu- 
redly there is much in that Exhortation of the Apoſtle 
unto Timothy, keep the true Pattern of the whofage words 
which thou haſt beard of me in Faith and Love, \For 

When Satan hath brought any into this Sxare ; when 
men will not read the Scriptures that they may be able 
to underſtand the language of the holy Ghoſt: then, he 
( Satan ) ſendeth them 170. Bug their. knowledge at the 
ſhop of humane tearning z and teacheth them this Prin- 
ciple, that is, That bumanity is a helpe to Divinity : thet 
Grammer 
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Grammer cauſeth men to write a4 ſpeake of the things of God 
congruouſly z that L-gick inableth men to fiude cut the Truths 
of Divinitie, and to reaſon the more ..blie : that Philoſophy dr- 
redeth them t the reaſon ani Cauſe of things: ard that by 
the force of Rhetorick men may more excellently utter aud ex- 
preſſe themſelves, when they ſpeake of Scriptural and divine 
Myſteries. And hereupon ( they will tell you ) it was 
that I/a;ab (a learned man, wrote a more excellent Stile 
then the rſt of the Prophets : and t au! who was bred 
at the feet of Gamalie! ) was more eloquent ; and deliver- 
ed himſclfe in better Language, then the reſt of the A- 

les. 

cing brought into this Syaregthey vilifie andreproach 
the Scriptures 3 and ſay that they are darke, obſcure, and 
imperfe&t in themſelves : and therefore it is neceſfary that 
men ſhould look upon them by the Candle of humane 
learning. 

fereby Satan taketh them off from the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures z and ſetteth them upon the Search of the Kzot- 
ty ſchoole-men : the contraditory Counſels ; nay,chereby he 
direteth them to heathen Poets : Erhnick Philoſophers and 
fabulous Moraliſts, to finde among their writings, what 
the mind of God ſhould be concerning this or that Scrip- 
ture, 

Hereupon the world hath been filled with many larg 
volums of vain, and unprofitable Diſputations, and Gon- 
troverſies, 

Hereby many have been a Jong time learning, but ne- 
ver have come to the knowledge of the Truth. 

And hereby many herefies have ariſen ; and the Scrip- 
tures have been wreſted into as miny ftormes, as there are 
Notions qr varieties of opinions among men: to the de- 
lufton of ſome, but utter deftruftion,and irreparable and 
Irrecoverable Loffe of others. 

And thus much ſhall ſuffice to have been written con- 
cerning the firſt Stare which Satan doth lay to intrap, 
and inſnare many deluded, and onely formal profefſors 
of Chriſtianity : and if it were poſſible to deceive the very 
Le, For Satan knowerh if the foundation be taken a- 
way 
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way, the building muſt of nccellity fall : if the Eyebe put 
out, the wholc body nuiſt be darke : and if he can depriye 
men of light ; they muſt walke in darkneflc, and ſtumble, 
and fall, 

The ſec:nd Snare that Satan layeth for thoſe that profeſſe 
Chriſtianity, is by his (educements ; to cauſe them to give heed 
to Dreames, 41:4 vi(10115, 

And this Satan doth, by moving them to apply thoſe 
SC: ipturcs, which promile that men ſhall Dreame Dreams, 
to their preſent Generation. When mcn,in thete Times, 
will dc fare of the T.,ord thoſe things,which he hath decla» 
red ſhall not come to paſſe until after Ages ic is juſt with 
him to give power unto Sat.,4,to delude ſuch by Dreames 
and viſ.crs, Thele things are not to be expected, in and 
during the time of the Kingdome of Satan. 

If the Lord dinicd So appear unto his people, the 
Fewes, bicauſe Fvils were in the Land, jſhall we who are 
Gecntiles,and live in the time of SatansKingdome, and in 
ny (tical Babylon, where all eyil doth abound, and is 
committed with an high hand,look for ſuch appearances? 
certainly we ſhould deceive our ſelves if we doſo, For 
the Lord will give unto his people, during the Reign of 
Satar;, and while ſuch Iniquities are committed, Night for 
a Vifion, and Darknefle for a Divination; the Sun ſhall gt 
-_ upon their Prophets, and the Day ſhall be darke opt 
lem, 

But for full SatisfaRijon in this thing, that is, to know 
the time wherein the Lord will manifeſt himſelf unto hls 
people by Dreames andVifſions ; there is one plain Serip» 
ture, upon which many others are grounded, that will 
dire& us herein. We ſhall finde it in the Prophefic of 
Jeel, where the Lord ſaith, He will dogreat things for bi 
People, then the Children of Iſrael ſhallrejoyce in therr God, 
He will give them the Raine of Righteouſneſſe z then the? 
Barnes ſhall be full of wheat, and the Preſſes ſhall abound v1 s 
wine and oyle, and they all never be aſhamed, AF TE Fs 
WARDS, the Lord will powre ont bis ſpirit upon all feſt: 
and their Sons and their Dayghters ſhall pro * and their 
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ren ſhall ſeeV 1STONS. So that weare not to Tooke 
* for the powring out of the Spirit, as the Prophet hath 


foretold; nor Revelations, by dreames and viſions ; until 
the Promiſe be fulfilled to the Jewes; and the Saints be 


delivercd out of Babylon. 
When the Lord delivered the Jews into the hands of the 


King of Bahe/,he told them that they ſhould be ſubje&to jer.2, Wo 
him Seventy years:yet there were ſome who did promiſe & 28.8. 


great things unto them before that time, bur the Lord 
ſaid Heare not yrur Prophets nor your Soothſayers nor your 
DREAMERS, nor your Inchanters, nor your Sorcerers, 
which ſay unto youy you ſhall not ſerve the King of Babel: Let 
#ot your Prophets and Soothſayers which are among you deceive 
youg neither give Eare toyour Dreemes, which you Dreame; 
for they Propheſie a Lye in my Name,l have not ſent them.So 
1Imay ſay,the people and Sheep of the Lord are now in 
myſtical Babylon, where: the Lord hath appointed they 
ſhall remain and continue in a ſcattered Condition, un- 
til their Shepherd come and gather them:and whoſoever, 
they-are that pretend that the Lord hath by DREAMES 
and viſions made known unto them, that thoſe things 
which he hath foreſhewn-by the Scriptures ſhould not 
come to paſſe until the'next Coming of Chriſt z ſhall be 
accompliſhed before that time : ( in our Age and Gene- 
ration) they are not to bebeleeved, For by ſuch means 
Satan (educeth the world, that is, he doth reveal unto 
many , by Dreames and viſions, thoſe things which the 
Lord by his Prophets hath ſpoken ſhould come to paſſe ; 
that they who waite for ſuch Promiſes, may the more 
eaſily be deceived. Bur, this is his Deſign : he deceiveth 
them'in a Circumſtance of Time, Places, and Perſons ; 
and by ſuch Dreames and viſions keepeth them ' from 
ſearching the Scripture, that thereby they may acquaint 
themſelves with the Lords Time. | 
This worke Satan doth effeft, by taking Advantage 
of a Diſpoſition which is in the Saints z and which is na» 
tarally in all men, viz, to give Credit and eafic beleefe 
unto any who will promiſe thoſe things which they de- 


fireand would have come to pafſe, And by this meanes, 
| C '* © Satan 
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Satay deceiveth both the Dreamers, and thoſe that give 
Credit anto them. This was not the praRice of the A- 
poſtle Saint Paul : for he ſpake not as they who Plesf 
men, but God. Neither did he uſe flattering werds. 

Another Policy of Stay, is to reveale, by Dreawes and 
viſions, many things which have, and will come to paſſe, 
For when any can ſay, I had ſuch and ſuch a thing diſco- 
vered unto me by a Dreame or a viſion z andI ſpake of it 
long before it was fulfilled, and afterwards accordingly 
it came to palle : this doth perſwade thoſe that hear of 
ſuch Dreames,that all other things which they afterwards 
Dreame of, will undoubtedly come to paſſe, 

This is a way by which Satan hath wrought in theſe 
Times. Iwill inftance in one Foſter, who was reported 
of, by thoſe who very well knew hiam, to be a great Pro- 
feſſor;a man of able Gifts,ypon whom it pleaſcd the Lord 
to let Satay looſe, and in January 1650. Satan aſſaulted 
him thus: Tamthe Lord of Hoſts, the boly one of Iſrael; 1 
am cimP unto thee, Then, many viſions were ſhewed unto 
him, which, fince, cyme to paſſe. As the diſſolving the 
Parliaments, and other things. But Saten deceived him 
as to times, and Perſons, Many times he was caft into 
Rapturs and Trances during which Time he ſang Hat- 
lalwjabs,andPraiſes:prophetically repeating many things, 
which are written in the Scriptures, of the coming of Chriſt 
and the Deftruftion of bis Enemies, The vanities of theſe, 
and many other his vifions, Time hath already difco- 
vered. Therefore we ſhould be wary how we give Cre- 
dit unto ſuch Spirits; although they foreſhew ſuch things 
as do accordingly come to paſſe. 

The wayes by which S2ten doth effeR this, that is, by 
which hc drawech men in this Age to give heed unto 
Dreams and viſions; is, firſt, by taking men off from: the 
Rule of the ord; perſwading them, or Rather ( by his 
exnning Juggeſtions ) tempting them to try the Word by 
vhe Spirit of theſe Dreamers, but not to try their Spiits, 
by the Rule of the Hord.- - 

. Secondly, by ng them when they Pray, to pray 4* 
mifſe, For it is certaitrahatthe Saints do never ſolemnly 
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' ſer themſelves apart to Pray, bur Saton is at their Riphr- 


band, Heis an invifiblc Enemy, and thexefore, my bes- 
loved friends, take it not il if I acquaint you with his 
Deceivings. Nay if the Sos of God do but aſſemble to- 
gether, he will be among them. | The Sons of God } 
whether Angels or Saints: for both are the Sous of God, 
And Satan will be among them ( you may be aſſured ) 
notas an Idle Spefatory bur as an accuſer. Rev, 12, 10, 
The time of prayer:is the time of Satans Temptation : 
clpecially when the Saints, at extraordinary times, meet 
to Pray together, We finde it was thus with Fehoſua; for 
when he (tood before che Angel of the Lord, ( moſt pro. 
bably when he prayed to Chriſt forjthe Church, and the 
welfare of the Saints ) Satan Roodat his right hand to 
reliſt him. Zach. 3. 1. : 
Thirdly, Satan doth ſeeke to intnare the Saints, when 
he doth indeavour to perſwade them to look upon theſe 
Dreamers as infallible Guides. And thus Satan doth ſtir 
them up to Reaſon with themſelves; ſome things they have 
dreamed which have come to paſie : which things are declared 
in the word, thereſcre they are of God : they who Dream theſe 
Dreames are People that fear God : they have eminent Gifts: 
they could not do ſuch things if they were not ated by a further 
Spirit and power then theix own. From theſe and ſuch like 
things, many conclude that their Dreames and viſions are 
of the holy Ghoſt ; and therefore they ought to be the 
Rule, and Ground of their ARions, Prayers, and Per- 
formances. But if 1nen did minde that which the Apoſtle 
prot of, they would not be too forward to dy ſo, 
or Saint Paul did foreſhew, that in the latter Time, ſome 
ſhould depart from the Faith ; and give heed unto Spirits 
of Errours, and DoArines of Divils. 1 Tim. 4. 1. for this 
is Truth, that whatſoever Spiric doth ſet men upon the 
doing of thoſe things that are contrary unto the word of 
God ; we ſhould not be guided by it. 

Satan is very bufte, even among the beft of the Saints : 
and therefore they cannot be too watchful, Wherefore 
I ſhall indeavour to try the Spirits, that are in the world ; 
even the Spirits of Deluſion 3 comparing them with the 

C2 commands 


Gith, ſearch the Scriptures: Fob. 5. 39. and compare Spi. 
ritual things with Spiritual. 1 Cor. 2, 13. but the Spirit 
of delufion ſaith; Judge of Scripture by natural Reaſon, 
which is the Light that God hath ſet up in you. The 
Spirit of God ſaith,no Scripture is of any private Inter- 
pretation : 2. Pct. 1. 20. the Spirit of Delufion ſaith, you 
may makeany Interpretation of Scripture, either myſti- 
cal, propherical, liceral, or what you will. The Spirit 
of God ſaithylet every one efteem others better then them» 
ſelves : Phil. 2. 3. the Spirit of Delaſion ſaith, I am more 
holy then ſuch an one : I am more inftant in Duties then 
ſuch. The Spirit of God ſaith Judge nothing before 
the time, untill the Lord come. 1 Cor 4. 5. the Spirit of 
Deluſion ſaith, this man is guilty of the Sin againft the 
holy Ghoſt : this man is falne from Grace: this man is 
not to be prayed for; this wan is a hypocrite. The 
holy Ghoſl faith, blefſe and Curſe not : Rim. 12, 14, the 
Spirit of Deluſion ſaith, Curſe ſuche an one for he hath 
erſecuted the Saints; The Spirit of God Saith, Let 
rayers be madefor all men :1Tim. 2.1. the Spirit of 
Deluſion ſaith, we may Pray for thofe who are our Ene- 
mies, but not for thoſe who are the Enemies of Chrift: 
could th theſe ”=_ in many other Particulars ; 
but I will indeavour by the Scriptures, to try the Spirits 
of thoſe who ſay they Dreame Dreames, and lee viſions of 
God ; but are falſe Dreemers. 1: Such Dreamers ſay they 
doe Dreame in the Name of the Lord, when they prophe- 
fie the viſion of their owne heart. = 23. 25, 26, 2. 
BY their Dreames they cauſe the People to forget the 
ame of the Lord.yv. 27. (they give more heed unto their 
Dreames then unto the Word of the Lord ) 3. Thele 
Prophets have tweet Tongues, and ſay, Thus faith the 
Lord,and make the People to erre by their Lyes,and their 
flatteries: deceiving them v.31. 32, « 29. 8. 4. They 
ſpeake vain things, and comfort in vain, Zeche 10. 2. and 
5- Theſefalſe Dreamers cauſe many to deſpiſe Govern- 
rar and ſpeake Evil of them that are in Authoricy 
ude 8, 
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Having thus ſhewed how (2 ala try the Spirits that 
are in the world : I will declare how theſe Temptations, 
& cunning PraRiſes of Sata may be prevented. Therfore 

In the firft place, the Apoftle doth exhort to Sobrietre. 
Sobrietie doth not onely conſift in the moderate uſe of 
Meat and drink, but in beleeving, Loving, and truftin 
in the Lord. He is a ſober Chriſtian that continuet 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith: that abideth in the commandements, 
and trufteth in the Lord. 1 Thefſ. 5 6,7, $. He is a Sober 
Chriſtian that is indued with wiſdom, and Gravitie. Tit. 
1. 8. not given to wantones, and Levity, He is a Sober 
Chriſtion that wil not give confidence to the Dreams and 
delufions of men ; but doth truſt on the Grace that is 
brought unto him, by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : 
1Pet, 1, 13. that walketh by the Rule of the Word, which 
was written by the Inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt,and Re- 
velation > oy Chrift. He is a Sober Chriſtian who 1s 
not carelefſe or negligent ; but vigilant, and inftant in 
Prayer.1 Pet. 4 8, He is a Sober Chriftian that arrogateth 
not unto himſelfe thoſe Gifts which he hath not : nor 
boaſteth of thoſe Gifts which he hath. Row. 12. 3. 
He is a Sober Chriftien who liveth Righteouſly? as to- 
wards men; and godly as towards the Lord, in this 
preſent world. Tir. 2.12, So that this exhortation of the 
Apolle is very neceflary; for that in it is conteyned thoſe 
Duties, which hold forth ftability , and Conſtancy in 
our Reſolutions. Becauſe that Satan taketh gygat advan- 
tage againſt thoſe who are unſtable minded 2 Pet. 2. 14. 
not endued with Sobrietie. 

Secondly, the Apofltle doth exhort to vigilancy, or 
Watchfulnefle, To watch over our hearts : over others : 
over the drawings out of our affe&ions : over our Zeale : 
over our Principles : over the world. and over Satan. 
To watch becauſe the Coming of Chrift is uncertain. Mat. 


24. 423 43, 44. To watch, leaſt Satan take Advantage of Rev. 3.3. 


our weaknefe in the Faith..x Cor. 15.13. To watch over 


our Prayers continuall Col. 4. 2. To watchin all things. 2 Tiw.4-5. 


And ifa Chriſtian ought to watch in all things ; even in 
the Leaſt things, much more over the malice Rage and 
Subtilty of Sater.) Ts Thirdly, 
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Thicd!y, Crhat the Saints mzy avoid the efignes of 
Satan) the Apoſtle exhorteth to praycr. Prayer and 
watchiulnfſe muſt alwayes go together + Watch and 
Pray, Mar.13.33. Be ye Sober watching in Prayer, x Pet, 
4.7. Sober aud Stedfaſt in our reſolutions : watchfa] 6. 
yer every enemy - and earneft- in Praycr to call for df. 
vine {lliftatice, 
: Vf Satan dath tempt the Saints when they pray, and 
G od doth require that they pray according to his minde, 
and will ; then it is cher duty corry and weigh every 
Puiiion which they put up, by the IFord: and not tode- 
fire any thewogki e Lord but what the word doth allow 
of : for the wojd is the Revelation of the minde and will 
of God. The holy Ghott doth help the Saints to call 
tor thoſe things onely which are agreeable to the minde 
and will ofGcd; that is, to his /ord. And if their 
hearts be drawn out to other things, they are not to 
give heed unto the motions of their hearts: Alſo in their 
Prayers, the Saints ſhould have reſpe& not only to thoſe 
things which God hath pomiſed 3 but to the Times, 
Places, and Perſons to which they relate, Otherwiſe 
| the Lord may draw out their hearts as to the thing pro- 
miſed : but Satan may tempt them to pray amiſleas to 
circumſtances. 

A Fourth remedy to prevent the de:1gnes of Saten, is 
to hold faſt to the Faith: reliſt Satan ftedfaſt in the 
Faith, 1 Pet.5-9. faith the Apoſtle Perer. So likewiſe St. 
Paul exhotteth, Above all take the ſhield of Faith, wherewith 
yee may quench the fiery Darts of the wicked, Eph.6.16; He 
that is Sober will not eafly be tempted. He that 18Vi- 
grlant will notealily be ſurprized with the ſubcilties of 
Satan : he who hath the ſpirit of Prayer , will mightily 
prevaile againſt Seten : and by Faith the Saints are guars 
ded againſt every aſſault of Satax. 

Beſides theſe two great Snares there are (ix erroneous 
opinions, which Saten bath drawn many Saints to take 
up upon the miſtake of divers Texts of Seripture. 

The firſt is,they do hold that it is theduty of che Saints 
to call for Judgements, and divine vengeance upon thetr 
Enemies, as being the enemies of God, So they ſay _ 

i 
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| 8&2 Kine 2. 24 whereas we have an expreſſe Rule to the 


contrary,Bleſs I ſay,and curſe not.Ro.12.14. for which they 
alledge that which is written in the Revelation, where 
the Soules which lay under the Alter cried, How long Lord, 
boly end true doſt thou Fudge, and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the Earth? which words,by the'very poynting 
of them,do appear to be ſpoken by way of [nterrogation, 
rather then by way of Deprecation. For,hereby,the Saints 
dorather defire to know how long ic would be before the 
Lord would Avenge them of their Enemies, then call for 
vengeance upon them. Another Text they produce, to 
prove that the Saints may cal tor jadgments on the heads 

of wicked men, is, becauſe itis ſaid Kev. 11 6. the wit 

nefſes of Jeius have Power to ſhut heaven, to turn water 

inco blood, and to finice the Earth with plagues as often 

as they will; which I ſuppole they did not by curling and 

bifterneſſe; but by patient bearing of afflitions ; and for- 

giving (heartily ) their Enemies. Hereby they ma eh» 

ge#nce into the hand of God,and heaped c ales of fire up- 

on their Enemies. Prov. 25. 21, 22, 

Secondly, many do now hold, that in the Apoſtles 
Deies the Saints were to looke upon the Magiltrate as the 
Ordinance of God ; but in theſe Times they are nt lo 
toeſteeme of him. And the Reaſon they ſay is, bccaulc 
then, he received his Power from God; but now the Beft, 
the great M:narchy, receiveth Power from the Dragon. 
which is a De/uſion ( in the main) for in the Apoltles 
Daies, the Romane Monarchy, as governed by heathen 
Emperours, ( being the Beaſt that came out of th: Sea. ) 
received, then, power tron the Dragon: Rev. 13.2, as well 
as the Romance Monarchy, governed by Popes, ( which 
was the Beaſt that came out of the Earth Rev. 13, 11.) 
who did exerciſe all the Power of the ficlt Beaſ?. v.12.1 4. 
This is quize contrary tothe rulc of the Goſpel z which 
commandeth the Saints to yeild obedience to Magiſtrates, 
to Principalities, and Powers, Tit. 3. 1, Rom. 13.1. 1 Pet. 
2,13, 14. Aud if the lſraclites, ( while they remaiaed in 
heatheniſh Babylon ) vere commanded to ſecke the prof> 
perity of che City (wherein they lived) and to pray unto 


tie 


Ly . 


to have Peace, Fer. 2g 6, 7. I ſuppoſe it is the duety of 
every Chriſtian ({ in what place toever of myſtical Baby- 
lon he live in,until the time Come in which the Lord 
hath appointed to deliver his people thence) to Pray Ear- 
neſtly for thoſe whoare in Authority, and for the peace 
of the Nation wherein they live. For, to ſtirre up thoſe 
who proteſs Religion againſt the higher Powers is a 
ſlicght of Sata# to move them to Inſurreftion,and Rebe]- 
lion : ( as hedid in Germaxy by many lying viltons ) to 
their ſhame and Reproach,and fcandal to Religion. The 
main Fnd that Satan aimeth at, in ſeducing thoſe who 
ou f]: Godlinefle, to revilc and rebel againſt the Civil 
ower ; is, thereby to deprive them of their Liberty of 
aſſembling,and meeting rogether. (An.unvalued mercy 
for hereby ( by their reproaching the Magiſtrate } the 
Magiſtrate (being provoked ) doth move Perſecution ; 
tor which, many times, both he and the whole Nation 
is plagued : and many real and guiltles Saints do ſuffer 
for the offences of ſome deluded Profeſſors. Hereby the 
Name of God and Religion is diſhonoured : and the Pro- 
pagatign of che Goſpel hindred, by thoſe, who thinke 
themſelves the onely Perſons who carry on the worke of 
God, more then any other in their Generation. 
Thirdly,this Errour is frequent among thoſe who pro- 
feſſe Religion, they ſay, they ought to Pray for thcir 
own Enemes, but not for the Enemies of Chriſt, As if 
. any were an-En«cmy to the Saints, and not an Enemy to 
Chriſt. What Injury is don to them, is don to Chriſt, He 
that perſecuteth them perſecuteth the Lord Jeſus. Ads 
9. 4. & 22.7.8 26. 14, & 22, $8. & 26. 15. lo that if the 
Saints were not to Pray for the Enemies of Chriſt, they 
could not pray for their own Enemes. If the one were 
forbidden, the other ( precepr ) could not be kept. Be- 
ſides, Chriſt praycd for his Enemies. Luke 23- 34- and 
Stephen prayed for the Perſecutors of the Saints. Ad. 7, 
60, war} our Saviour declared that all Sins and Blaſphe 
mies ( except againſt the holy Ghoſt ) ſhould be forgiven 


unto men, Mar.3. 28, 29, then if all Sins wherewith _ 
q 1 


'the Lord for it : becauſe Þn5. Peace thereof they 'were 
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(25) 
fn again{ Ghr\fbercmillible, or 


| xdonable : they may 
be prayed far. x. 704.5. 16, 17, The R 


ule then, is not onely 


_ $0 pray fog men as they are Enemies unto us, but as they 


are Enemies to Chriſt, 

of indeed hereby Satan doth ſeeke to deſtroy aSaint, 
and fryſtrate all. Graces in him. If a man ſhould looſea 
Leg, or an Arme, or any other Limbe, he might notwith- 
Ranging live many yeares : but if a mans Heart were 
waurded.he would fuddenly dye;although all the reſt of 
his body were fafc: So if Satan can worke any to fore 
fake Charity ; he knoweth then, that thereſt of their Gra> 
ce; (it they hadall other ) would not Advantage them, 
1 Cor. 13. 1,2, 3. for Love is the very being of a Saint : 
and the true, Jmage of God, So that under colonr of ha- 
ting ofthe Enemjes of God, Satan ſecketh- in theſe laſt 
Times, to deface the Image of Chrift in the Saints. 

- To make this paſſe the more current, he duth minde 
them of that which David ſaith, I hate thoſe that hate thee, 
Pſzl, 139.31, 28, 23, 24+. Where firſt, this was ſpoken pro- 
pherically of Chridlt,, who knew all thoſe who were Fine. 
mics unto Godgappoineed:unto.deſtrufion; and therefore 
he could diſtinguiſh che itteconcilegble Enemies of God 
from his Saints : ſ6&that he knew whom to pray for, and 
whom to hatebut theSgints cannot do this,therefore they 
muſt follow the Rule z and Pray for all men. If they be 


worthy, their Prayers and -wohwiſhes remain wich them: 


inotythey;return to thety 2paiv,Lak. 10.5,6, and ſecond» 
ly, in the time of the Law, they knew who were the Ene- 
mies of (God, and who were not : they knew that only 

the Seed of Abraham were freinds, and in Covenant wi 
God, and that all the reſt of the world were his Enemies, 
whom they were tohate, Therefore it was that the Pro- 
het (aid RA wouldft thou love them that bate the 
rd ? therefore the-wrath of the Lord is upon the, 2 Chr: 19: 
2. But when Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered, then the partition 
wall was taken away 4 and {ance that time there is neither 
Jew Gentile, y  vrmaor rot nor-unciroumfion, but a. 
ocw Creature, Now the x tendered toall ; yrs 
(0, : 


(2 
fofarre as the mercy of God doth extend; ( which is to 
all) ſo farre our mercy ſhould reach, Luke 6. 35,36. 
Fourthly, Satax would perſwade the Saints that th 
are the litle Stone ſpoken of in Daxie!; which muſt brea 
the great Image. And becauſe the Kingdome of Chrift 
muſt be ſet up inthe dayes of thoſe Kings ſpoken of in 
Deniel; therefore Satan would perſivade them that be- 
fore the comming of Chriſt they muſt oppoſe the King- 
domes of the world and powers thereof : and fo endea- 
vours to ftirr them up to inſurre&ion and rebellion:con- 
trary to that in Daniel ; The Horne ſhall make Battel againſt 
the Saints , and prevail,until the ancient of dayes come, and 
the time approached that the Saints poſſefied the Kingdome, 
Den.7.21,22. So that until Chrift come the Horne muſt 
prevaile, and the Saints muſt not have a Kingdome, and 
until Chriſt come *to ſer up his Kingdome : the little 
Stone or Kingdome muſt not break the Image in 
leces, 

Fikthly, Satentelleth them chat they muſt beare tefti- 
mony againſt all wagodlineſ{ , and that is truth :- but he 
would hereby fticre them up to beare their teſtimony in 
ſuch a way, that they may juftly be cfteemed to berailers, 
revilers, Incendiaries to rebellion , diffwaders of divers 
from their obedience to the Magiſtrate. Whereas Michae!, 
when he ſtrove againſt the Divel, and diſputed about the 
body of Moſes, durſtnot blame him 'with curſed ſpea- 
king : and hereby he ftirceth themup to all bitterneſſe, 
and uncharicableneft, and to look upon none as bre- 
thren, but thoſe whoare of their own Judgements and 
opinion in all or moſt things ; and they whom they look 
upon otherwiſe , they ſuppoſe are the enemies of Chriſt, 
and therefare they ought not to pray for them. 

Laſtly , Seter in theſe Iaſt times ſtirreth up the Saints 
to Judge of one another by their outward aRings, whe- 
ther they be natural failings, or ſuch things as they do 
amifle by reaſon of the ſubcile, frequent, and powerfu 
cemptations of Satan. And to this purpoſe there is 2 
Texc very much abuſcd, which is , By thcir fruits po_ 
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gyro them, Math.7.30.4nd indeed by the afttorts we may 


ſee what, for the preſent, is in the poor, finful, and cor« 


rupt heart: yet hereby wecannot Judge of any ones in» 
tereſt in Chrift : notwithftanding , from this Scripture 


 Satandoth tempt and provoke many very hardly and 


unchriſtianly ro cenſure others: nay not on!y to paſſe 2 
Judgement on their aAions ; (wherein there may be a 
miſtake by reaſon of miſrepreſentation , miſapprehenſt« 
on, miſunderftanding, mihnformation, and the like bye 
of their intents and purpoſes: when none is able to judge 
of the fincerity of the heart but only the Lord) nay of 
their ſpiritual condition ( when no man can tell whoſe 
name is written in the Book of life, and whole not :: ic 


| being a ſecret which God hath reſerved unto himſelfe) 


and to ſtrengthen them in this unchriftian praCtice, Set ar 
moveth them to Judge of others by the Letter of the Law: 
and then they ſay they have a warrant for what they do, 
As ſometimes they Judge a man to be a backſlider,from 
his former eons end who can ſay he is nota back- 
flider) and then they cenſure him a Caftaway, alledging 
that in Luke, He that putteth his band to the Plough and loo 
keth back is not fit for the Kingdome of God, Luke 9.62. And 
ſometimes they Judge a man of hypocrifie,and then they 
look upon hin: as utterly loft, alledging that in Job, The 
Hypocrites hope ſhall periſp, Job 8.13. Not conlidecing that 
by the workes of the Law no fleſh ſhall bejuſtified, andif 


_ the Lord ſhould Judge them that thus Judge others , -by 


the letter of the Law, their condition would be very ſad. 
Not confidering that they whom they Judge may belong 
unto Chriſt; (for ought they know) not confidering that 
Chriſt is tender of the temptations of his Saints, and that 
he might be ſo, be was in all things tempted.in like ſort: 
not conſidering that although the unjuſt (of whom Peter 
ſpeaketh 2 Pet.2.9,10, ſhall be reſerved unto the day of 
| crack yet the goal ſhall be delivered out of tempe 
taticn. Therefore vir Sea we ſhould not Judge one a- 


nother by the letter of the Law , but by the rule ofthe 
_D3 Goſpel 


% 


neither our Brethren nor thoſe who are without, For we 
are not under the Law but nnder grace, ' uh 
Thus Satan by theſe fallacies and delufions and ſuch 
like doth breake in ſadly among the Saints,” and thoſe 
who profefſe Religion in theſe Jaſt Times. : 


And now having diſcovered many Subrilties of Setay, 


and the way by which they may be perceived and by mer- 
ey prevented;I will4ay down ſome particulars, asa Rule 
for the Saints to walk by,in the .Laft Times; which indeed 
is their Generation worke. 

They muſt continue in the things which are conteined 
in the Scriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 14, tO 17. they muſt be dili- 
gent, and peaceable, without ſpot, and blameleſſe, and 
grow in Grace, and in the knowledge of Jefus Chrill, 
2 Pet. 3- 3, 14, 8. they ſhould edifie themſelves in their 
moft holy Faith, they ſhould pray in the holy Ghoſt, they 
ſhould keep themſelves in the Love of God, looking for 
the mercies of Jeſus Chriftz and bave compaſſion of ſome ih 
putting difference Jnde 18. to 22. watching, and preparing 
themnſeves for the Coming of Jeſus Chrid. Math; 25. 1, 
to 14, They maſt love their Enemies, blefſe them that 


Curſethem, and do good to them that hate them : pray- 


ing for them chat deſpicefully uſe them, and perſecute 
thetn, Meth. 5-43ko oh They ſhould blefſe and Curſc 
not. Mag frauded they ſhould iftreare. 1Cor, 4,18413. 
They ſhould not revile the Gods, nor 'Curſe the Rulers 
of the People. Exod. 22. 28. They ſhould fhew out a good 
Converſation, by their works, with meekneſſe and wiſ- 
dotn: Few. 4.8, to 18. They ſhould. not ſpeake evil of 
their brethren, nor Judge them. 7am. 4.11, 12. Rom, 19-þ 
10, 13.Matb, 7. 1, 2. Fob. 8. 15; & x2, 47. They fhoul 

Judge nothing before the tiome,uncil the Lord Come. 1 Cor. 
14. 15: and as they ought not to Judge their brethren, ſo 
they ſhould not Judge thoſe that are without. 1 Cr: 
4-12, 13, They ſhould forgive their Enemies, Math. 6; 14 
15. They ſhould not be rofſed, and carried too 'and os 


(20). 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which biddeth us to Judg no mat 
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Love. Eph. 4.14, 15. They fhould pray for all men, for 
Low 1 4k x are in Authority, according to .the 
Rule of the Apoſtle. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2, 3. So 

If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whol- 
ſotn words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chrit, and 
to the Dorine which is according to Godlineſſe; he is 
proud knowing nothing, 1 Tim. 6. 3,4. whoſoever abi- 
deth not in the Do&rine of Chriſt, hath not God ;, and it 
any come and bring not. this DoCtrine, receive him nor, 
neither bid him God ſpeed. 2. Job. 10. 11. for there are 


- ſomethat pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt; bur if any(chough 


an Angel from heaven ) Preach any other Goſpel, then 
whatChrift and che Apoſtles have preached, let him' be 
424, Jabal a trthagnen un 
+ Neither, beloved friends, be ye too credulous of al 
thoſe things which you heare ſpoken by the moſt preci-- 
ous Saints, untill you try them by the Scriptures. For 
Satan hath not onely Power to enter into the Saints be- 
fore their converſion, Mer3 rh; 8. bac hath great power 
to tempt them; after the ath called them.Math.16. 
23.and over thoſe who are only feeming Profefſo:s,(al- 
though they may be indued with many excellent gifts of 
the Spirit ) he hath Power even to tempt them, to their 


utter Deſtru&ion. Ag. 5. 3+ 
c eCo 'L a 
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Rom.16. 20. and until thea,(notwithſtanding Sater doth 
endeavour to winnow them like wheate }) chey ſhall be 
preſerved by the Interceſlton of the Lord Jeſus. Luk, 22, 
31, 32. 

Ie is a difficult thing to know the depths of Saten. Rev. 
2, 24. for he taketh Advantage not onely againſt che fins 
of the Saints, bur of their beſt Gifts, As of their zeale, 
knowledge, delires after God, and of their very Prayers :. 
but eſpecially of their coldnefſe of Love, and want of 


Charity. 2 Cor. 3, 3,t0 12, Therefore,Brethren, often hop 
1GceT 


_ fider,andendeayour to KE Pe om to iſe the kolles 
© Rule, and Exhortation ; Be ſober, aud watch, for your 


verſary the Divil,es «roaring Lyon, goeth about, ſrekin ied] 
be may devour. 


